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CRIMINAL ORGANISATIONS CONTROL ACT 2012 
Statement by Minister for Planning 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [2.20 pm]: As acting Minister for Police, I take the 
opportunity to inform the house that the Criminal Organisations Control Act 2012 will come into force this 
weekend. This legislation gives Western Australia Police the ability to disrupt and restrict the activities of 
organisations involved in criminal activities, their members and associates. These laws not only give WA Police 
new powers, but also back them up with stronger penalties. 

Under the legislation, the WA Commissioner of Police may apply to a designated authority, which could be a 
judge or a retired judge designated for the purposes of the act, for a declaration that an organisation is a criminal 
organisation. Once a criminal organisation has been declared a criminal organisation, the Commissioner of 
Police may apply to the Supreme Court for control orders for people who are members or associates of that 
organisation. A control order imposes certain restrictions on the activities of the person to whom it relates, such 
as prohibiting them from associating with each other, restricting other activities such as carrying out certain 
occupations, prohibiting the person from possessing firearms and other weapons, prohibiting the person from 
entering or being near certain premises or places, and prohibiting other things such as accessing or using certain 
forms of technology or communication. 

The penalties for new offences in the act and the Criminal Code include two years jail for a first offence, or five 
years jail for a second or subsequent offence, for breaching a control order; two years jail for an owner, occupier 
or lessee of any premises to knowingly permit those premises to be habitually used as a place of resort for 
members of a declared criminal organisation; five years jail for participating in the activities of a declared 
criminal organisation; five years jail for recruiting a person to become a member of a declared criminal 
organisation; and 20 years jail for instructing the commission of an offence for the benefit of a criminal 
organisation. 

The legislation also strengthens asset confiscation laws. If a person is convicted of a confiscation offence and at 
the time of the offence was a member of a declared criminal organisation, there is a presumption that all property 
owned or controlled by that person is crime-derived property. Since the Criminal Organisations Control Bill 
2011 passed Parliament, the state government has been working across different agencies to put in place the 
necessary resources and processes so that Western Australia Police can get results from all their hard work. The 
state government believes that these are the most effective laws in Australia to dismantle criminal organisations. 
The Western Australian public demanded it and the state government has acted, and the message to outlaw 
motorcycle gangs is that their time in WA is up. 
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